[Expanding the role of the nursing profession in tuberculosis medical services].
Implications of changes in the law regarding the payment system for medical services in 2012 for TB medicine and care include mandatory hospital DOTS, planning and implementing adherence support for patients, patient education, and close cooperation with public-health centers. Nurses are expected to contribute to early diagnosis of TB and treatment completion among high-risk populations by coordinating with the community and relevant organizations. It is also important to clarify roles and establish a network through which necessary information and advice may be sought from specialists. Expanding the role of nursing professions in TB care and medicine is hoped to improve the level of awareness and knowledge among persons involved in TB prevention, care, and medicine.